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The following information was submitted by the applicant for the award. The Institute may have edited the text for presentation purposes. Health Improvement Institute has not verified, and does not guarantee, the completeness or accuracy of the information for any purpose. Institutions interested in adopting or adapting the practice would be well advised to contact the person who submitted the application and to evaluate this and any additional information for their purposes.

Curriculum Vitae: Angela J. Bowen graduated from medical school at the University of Washington in 1963 as one of four women in her class. She founded the first non-institutionally based human subject protection board (Western Institutional Review Board®) and led it for over 40 years. She retired as its president in 2008 and is currently chairman of its board of directors. She is also president of the Middleton Foundation for Ethical Studies, a nonprofit organization she founded in 2003. In recognition of her work, in 2008 the Association of Clinical Research Professionals awarded Dr. Bowen its Lifetime Achievement Award for “leadership, vision and dedication” to clinical research.
Contribution/Impact: Angela J. Bowen has had an enormous impact on the protection of human subjects that reaches beyond the protection of individual subjects to the underlying policies and practices of protecting the rights and welfare of all human participants in research both domestically and internationally. Dr. Bowen recognized and developed opportunities to foster sensitivity to the rights of human subjects among key individuals including government officials, attorneys, physicians and other scientifically trained staff, and the heads of review boards. Internationally Dr. Bowen’s most recent and visible contribution in the protection of human subjects has been training healthcare professionals from developing countries to conduct quality ethical reviews of research involving human subjects. In 1983, recognizing the importance of trained board members, IRB staff, and investigators to subject safety, Dr. Bowen initiated a program of regular training for board members.
Leadership: Angela J. Bowen’s entire professional life has been one of leadership in protecting human subjects, beginning in 1968 with creating an independent board to review her own research, and continuing today in providing health professionals from developing countries with opportunities to formalize ethical research reviews.
Justification for award: In the past 40 years Angela J. Bowen has put the determination that propelled her into medicine and research to work for the long-term benefit of human research subjects. Her innovation and leadership will impact the protection of human subjects for years to come. 
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